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From the President 
Dear Members, 

Arendalsuka was a great success. Over five days, 90,000 people gathered in the 

scenic port city of Arendal to listen, learn, discuss, debate and mingle. While 

lockdowns still confined people to their homes in many countries, friends and 

relatives from America to Australia were stunned that such a big gathering 

could take place safely in Norway. 

Some say it is easier for small countries to manage pandemics. Yet, there are 

smaller countries that are still struggling with covid lockdowns. Cases now rise 

as the Delta variant impacts children, but Norway’s relative success is a tribute 

to an efficient public administration, a strong scientific community and law-

abiding citizens. This civic foundation made it possible for people to attend 

Arendalsuka and ‘dance on the floor of democracy’ as former Governor Øystein 

Djupedal, the event’s pioneer, likes to say. 

Both Global Outlook with Foreign Minister Ine Eriksen Søreide and the 

Ambassadors Round-Table events received high ratings. Both were full. Our 

Roundtable was held in the ‘festsalen’ of the Gamle Rådhus. It was gorgeous, 

with red carpet, chandeliers, mirrors, historic paintings, exquisite draperies and 

fresh flowers that provided an elegant ambience for the interesting and wide-

ranging discussions. We heard viewpoints not just from different countries, but 

from different continents – Europe, Asia, Africa, South America. 

Arendalsuka is always held in calendar week 33 (from August 15 in 2022), so 

please schedule it in your calendar and plan a trip, combining this festival of 

democracy with a holiday on the charming southern coast of Norway. 

Back in Oslo, we now start a new season with booked-out events, new 

programmes and more interactions with the CD community. We hope that we 

can pick up the threads of normal life and enjoy the different activities, together. 

Regards, 

Anita Pratap 

President 
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NEW PROGRAMMES 

Diplomatic Salon 

To take place at different Ambassadors’ Residences every alternate month on a 

topic of common interest to Norway and the hosting country. Themes include 

culture, arts, environment etc. The event should be interesting to the hosting 

country. The host/hostess invites a few guests, experts and IF members. It will 

be especially interesting for members who originate from or have expertise in 

the hosting country. They could also suggest inviting people they know who 

have a special interest in the country. Maximum 20 guests.  

The first Salon will be hosted by Board Member Gulhan Çorman, wife of the 

Turkish Ambassador, in her residence. More details on p.13. 

Ambassador Briefings 

International Forum will organize monthly briefings for Ambassadors on 

different aspects of Norwegian public policy. Of global or regional interest, on 

topics that would be relevant to their line of work.  

Hobby Corner 

Members of IF and the CD community meet, have fun and share knowledge of 

their special hobby. An example is the session with Slawomir Zulawski, 

husband of the Polish Ambassador, and our Photo Group. They met in the 

Polish residence to exchange tips and techniques. More hobby sessions are 

planned. 

Showtime 

Most of us love movies. So why not do it together. Once a month we pick a 

suitable movie. After the movie, we could meet for a chat and coffee, or a drink 

and discover how we react so differently to the same movie! 

If you are interested in participating or contributing in any way to any of the 

above programmes, please email Anita Pratap at: int.forum@online.no. Please 

state your name and activity in the subject line. 

mailto:int.forum@online.no
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FROM THE OFFICE 

Membership 2021 – 2022 

Thank you to all members who have paid their membership fee for the coming 

year. Your membership card is on the way.  

We would like to remind other members that the deadline for payment is 

Thursday, September 30. The fee is the same as for last year; i.e. NOK 500.- 

to be paid to IF account no.: 1600.40.36631. (Full details are given on the 

invoice sent to members on 18.08.2021.) 

We thank you for your cooperation and hope to see you at our events. 

Corona Precautions 
This autumn, many of the activities and committees will run almost as normal. 

However, the pandemic is not over! If you have cold-like symptoms or feel a 

bit under the weather, please do not sign up. Please bring your Corona 

certificate and your membership card to events. Your card has been sent to you 

by email. Upload it to your telephone or print a copy. For further information 

and updates, visit our website www.iforum.no. 

You are welcome to wear a face mask at all events and activities if you feel like 

it as long as the one-metre rule is still in force in Oslo. Wash your hands with 

the Antibac provided by the venue and sign the attendance register if there is 

one. Make sure to follow the safety measures recommended by the national or 

municipal health authorities at all times.  

The Office 

 FROM THE EDITOR 

As we start on a new Forum year, the Editorial Team and the President are 

proposing a few changes to the Newsletter. We have already started with a 

different front page in the August edition and a slightly different way of 

presenting events and activities.  

We further plan to send the Newsletter to our members on the first workday of 

each month. This change will be implemented in November; and as a result, 

contributions must be submitted towards the middle of each month, starting in 

October. The date for submissions will be given on page 3 of each edition.  

We welcome contributions from members: book reviews, recipes, or 

information about events of interest in and outside of Oslo. Pictures are of 

course much appreciated! Just make sure that they are either .jpeg or .png 

format (and not ‘all formats’; these take too much place and are difficult to 

work with).  

Thank you for your cooperation!   Elizabeth Rasmussen 

http://www.iforum.no/
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N E W   M E M B E R S 

This month the Board is very happy to welcome four new members: 



8 

C O M I N G    E V E N T S 

OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING 

Ambassador Bjørn Skogmo 

An Historical Overview of Norwegian Foreign Policy 

Bjørn Skogmo served in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 1969 to 2012. He 

was a personal assistant to the foreign minister in the 1970s, twice attached to 

the policy planning department of the MFA, senior advisor and ambassador at 

the Prime Minister’s Office from 1989 to 1992, and assistant secretary-general 

for development in the MFA from 2002 to 2005. He has served in Ankara and 

with Norway’s Permanent Mission to the UN in New York, and was the 

Permanent Representative of Norway to the UN in Geneva from 1994 to 2000. 

From 2005-2008 he was Norway’s ambassador to Paris. He has written two 

books: UNIFIL, Peacekeeping in Lebanon (1978-88) and The vision of a better 

organized world society, achievements and counterforces, as well as many 

articles on multilateral issues.  

DATE/TIME: Monday, October 4 at 18:45 for (19:00) 

SIGN UP: By email to the Office, int.forum@online.no as soon as 

possible and no later than Tuesday, September 28. A 

confirmation mail will be sent to the member with a copy to 

the Committee member in charge of the event.  

PLACE: Vinderen Seniorsenter, Slemdalsveien 72, 0373 Oslo 

PRICE:  NOK 105.- preferably by bank payment to the Forum 

account: 1600 40 36631. If this is not possible, by VIPPS to 

591747. No cash will be handled during the pandemic. 

Please state the event and your name in the transaction. 

TRANSPORT: T-Bane 1 to Vinderen. Pay parking until 20:00 in the 

adjoining area.  

GUESTS: Guests are welcome if there is room. 

Members have priority.  

mailto:int.forum@online.no
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Please bring your membership card and Corona certificate. 

No-shows will be charged. 

For last minute cancellations, please call Laila Haegh,    

For more information, please contact the IF Office. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 Visit to Askim Frukt og Bærpresseri 
(Askim Fruit and Berry Press) 

October 19 

The Special Events Committee has the pleasure of inviting Forum members to a 

guided tour of Askim Fruit and Berry Press. Since 1936, the company has 

produced juice from apples, berries, fruit and vegetables and prepared 

traditional products enjoyed by many generations. The company follows the 

horticultural seasons.  In June, rhubarb arrives at the press. August is berry 

season, and juice, jams and jellies are made then. In September, apples are in 

focus. The press still uses the bottles and jars designed by Moss Glassworks in 

1967. Many people have fond childhood memories of trips to Askim Frukt og 

Bærpresseri.  
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Our guide will be Astrid Lier Rømuld, Manager. After her introduction to the 

company and its operations, we will be served apple waffles in the factory shop 

– and we will have plenty of time to buy the delicious goodies that are for sale.

For the sporty, we recommend a swim in the very nice Østfoldbadet.

DATE/TIME: Tuesday, October 19, at 11:45 (for 12:00) 

SIGN UP:  By email to the Office, int.forum@online.no as soon as  

possible and no later than October 5. Please mention the 

activity when you sign up.  

When signing up please let us know a) If you plan on taking 

the train, b) If you will drive, c) If you will drive and have 

place for passengers, and d) If you would like a lift. 

PLACE: Askim Frukt og Bærpresseri, Osloveien 93, 1815 Askim 

PRICE:  NOK 105,- preferably by payment to the Forum bank 

account 1600 40 36631. If this is not possible, by VIPPS to 

591747. No cash will be handled during the pandemic. 

Please state your name and the event in the transaction.  

TRANSPORT: Train from Oslo Central Station, L22 to Mysen. This train 

stops at Askim, where we get off. This train may also be 

boarded at Skøyen and Nationaltheatret.  

Train departures: Skøyen 10.22, Nationaltheatret 10.26, 

Sentralstasjon 10.29. Expected arrival at Askim is 11.25.   

You may be picked up from the station by members driving, 

or take a taxi. It is only 6 minutes by car from Askim station 

to Askim Fruit and Berry Press. 

Car: Take E18 southwards from Oslo. Exit to Askim at the 

‘Krosby-krysset’ intersection. The trip takes about an hour. 

For the map, click on: 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Askim+Frukt-

+og+B%C3%A6rpresseri+AS/@59.5833034,11.1198578,15

z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xfabae2d09588f5bb!8m2!3d59.58

38031!4d11.1335478 

Maximum number of participants: 20 Guests are welcome if 

there is room. 

For last-minute cancellations, please contact Sigrid 

Riddervold, For more information, please contact the IF 

Office. 

mailto:int.forum@online.no
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Askim+Frukt-+og+B%C3%A6rpresseri+AS/@59.5833034,11.1198578,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xfabae2d09588f5bb!8m2!3d59.5838031!4d11.1335478
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Askim+Frukt-+og+B%C3%A6rpresseri+AS/@59.5833034,11.1198578,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xfabae2d09588f5bb!8m2!3d59.5838031!4d11.1335478
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Askim+Frukt-+og+B%C3%A6rpresseri+AS/@59.5833034,11.1198578,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xfabae2d09588f5bb!8m2!3d59.5838031!4d11.1335478
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Askim+Frukt-+og+B%C3%A6rpresseri+AS/@59.5833034,11.1198578,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xfabae2d09588f5bb!8m2!3d59.5838031!4d11.1335478
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ART COMMITTEE 

MERZ! FLUX! POP! 

At The Henie Onstad Kunstsenter 

October 14 

Kurt Schwitters, Paris in Spring 1930-31.

The Art Committee is very pleased to invite you to a guided tour of this 

exhibition, which showcases the German avant-garde artist Kurt Schwitters 

(1887-1948) and his artist colleagues.  

Schwitters was one of the most distinctive and versatile artists of the first half of 

the 1900s, and the artistic tactics and strategies that he developed have greatly 
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influenced later generations. Schwitters is presented in the company of his 

contemporaries and artists that he later inspired. 

The French term avant-garde, which means ‘vanguard’ (at the forefront), is 

used to refer to experimental artists or movements that seek to oppose or alter a 

tradition, and to artists who work across established artistic disciplines. 

Vanguard artists adopt innovative strategies such as manifestos, artists’ books 

and mail art. Historically, avant-garde first applied to major movements, such 

as Dada, Futurism and Surrealism, styles that emerged in the late 1800s and 

ended in the 1920s and 1930s. Later, the term was used about the radical period 

of innovation in art, literature and fashion that emerged at the end of the 1950s 

and 1960s, the so-called neo-avant-garde. For the avant-garde, social and 

political radicalism are closely linked to artistic innovation. More than being 

mere stylistic movements or ‘schools’, the avant-garde is about different 

attitudes to life. 

The exhibition opened in June and will be permanently on display at Henie 

Onstad Kunstsenter's Gallery Merz, which is a completely new exhibition hall at 

the centre. The rooms are 430 m2 and were created as an integral part of the art 

centre's original building mass in 1968. The area has so far mainly been used as 

a storage facility. The rooms have now been converted into a public area for art. 

The exhibition halls are spread over two floors, redesigned by Snøhetta. The 

exhibition design is developed by artist Luca Frei in collaboration with the 

Henie Onstad Kunstsenter. 

DATE: Thursday, October 14 at 11:45 for 12:00 

SIGN UP:  By email to the Office, int.forum@online.no as soon as 

possible and no later than Thursday October 7. A 

confirmation email will be sent to the participants with a 

copy to the Art Committee member in charge of the event.  

PLACE: Henie Onstad Kunstsenter, Sonja Henies vei 31, 1311 

Høvikodden 

PRICE: NOK 140,-, for the guide, to be paid NOW, preferably by  

bank payment to the Forum account 1600 40 36631. If this is 

not possible, by VIPPS to 591747.  No cash will be handled 

during the pandemic.  Please state your name and the event 

in the transaction.  
In addition: the entrance fee NOK 130.- is to be paid at the 

ticket counter at the centre.  

TRANSPORT: Bus 160 (Rykkin) from the centre of Oslo every 15 min.   

Get off at the Høvikodden bus stop.  It’s a five-minute walk. 

By car, take the E18 west and follow the signs. Free 

parking. 
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LUNCH: There is a cafeteria/restaurant at the Henie Onstad 

Kunstsenter.   

Maximum number of participants: 20 

Guests are welcome if space available.  Members will have 

priority. 

Cancellations after the deadline and no-shows will be 

charged. For last-minute cancellations, please call Inger M. 

Ræder. For more information, please contact the IF Office. 

ACTIVITIES AUTUMN 2021 

DIPLOMATIC SALON 

October 21 at 15.00 at the Turkish Residence 

‘You don’t look Turkish!’ 

That’s what people tell Gulhan Çorman, wife of the Ambassador of Turkey, 

when they meet her for the first time. Who is a ‘typical’ Norwegian, American 

or British? We all carry stereotypical images of nationalities. In our first 

Diplomatic Salon, over a glass of wine/tea, we deep dive into the mosaic of 

faces that represent modern Turkey. 

Date: October 21 at 15:00 at the Turkish Residence 

Sign-Up: To Anita Pratap at int.forum@online.no

Please state your name and programme in the subject line 

Price: NOK 105.- to be paid into Forum account: 1600 40 36631 or 

Vipps to 591747. NB: Please do not pay until you have been 

notified that you have a place at this event.

THE NORWEGIAN CONVERSATION GROUP (norsk samtalegruppe) 

The group are starting up again this month. The first meeting will be at 

Tukthuset restaurant, Hammersborgveien 2, on Friday, September 24 at 12:00. 

We will learn about the history of the venue and at the same time will be able to 

keep social distancing. This will make it possible for many members to come 

together, before beginning to meet in each other’s homes. Time will show how 

the covid regulations will be later in the autumn. 

Contact: Eva Øglænd, email: Mona Bækkelund 

Reinboth, For more information, please contact the IF 

Office. 

mailto:int.forum@online.no
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DRAMA READING GROUP 

The drama readings are held once a month in a member’s home. The plays 

chosen are both old and new. The dates for the readings are flexible and usually 

decided upon a month in advance, depending on how many can attend on a 

certain date. A light lunch will be served between acts.  

The meetings will start in October. 

Contact: Suzanne Garman-Vik. For more information, 

please contact the IF Office. 

INTERNATIONAL BOOK CLUB I 

The BOOK GROUP I is meeting in person now. The ladies are very happy to 

see each other after such a long time. We are 13 members. This autumn/winter, 

we will be reading the following books: 

August 18: Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese 

September 15: Shuggie Bain by Douglas Stuart  

October 20:   Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro  

November 17: The Republic of False Truths by Alaa Al Aswany and S. R. 

Fellowes 

January 19: Track Changes by Sayed Kashwa 

Contact:  Dorota Steensland.  

For more information, please contact the IF Office. 

INTERNATIONAL BOOK CLUB II 

The gatherings take place once a month. We are very happy to be able to see 

each other again and discuss the book of the month. We continue to meet on the 

second Thursday of every month and take turn to host the meeting with a light 

lunch. There is an opening for a new member. The program for the autumn is 

an eclectic collection of contemporary novels: 

August 19:      Five steps to happiness by Ella Dove 

September 16:    Saturday by Ian McEwan  

October 14:  Girl, Woman, Other by Bernadine Evarito 

November 11: Shuggie Bain by Douglas Stewart   

December 9:  The Door by Magda Szabo 

Contact:  Signe Lise Howell. 

 For more information, please contact the IF Office. 
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COOKING GROUP I 

Fourteen of our Cooking members really enjoyed being together again on June 

8 after many months of not seeing each other. This was not a ‘simple’ cooking 

morning – the food was prepared and served by a professional Greek chef, 

invited by Angelika Kruse-Jensen. Angelika gave us a special treat! 

We started with homemade spinach pie with feta cheese, followed by leg of 

lamb stuffed with chicken breast, cream cheese and vegetables, and then green 

salad with feta cheese, watermelon and raspberry dressing, before a delicious 

mousse of yoghurt, white chocolate and mixed berries. 

Cooking Group I will start up again at Ruth Klungsøyr’s home (she will be the 

cook) on Thursday, September 23 at 13:00. 

Maximum number of participants: 10 

Please sign up before September 20 to Liss Laan, mob.: For more information, 

please contact the IF Office.  My warmest regards, Liss 



16 

MONDAY DUPLICATE BRIDGE 

The Weekly Bridge group is looking for new members! We play at Ris 

Church, which has a nice sitting room and a kitchen where we can prepare 

coffee and snacks. Bridge started up again on August 23 and will continue every 

Monday this autumn. New players are most welcome! 

Contact: Kirsten Whist. For more information, please contact the IF Office. 

MONTHLY WEDNESDAY BRIDGE GROUP 

We generally meet on the second or third Wednesday of the month, depending 

on the holidays. We are usually 8 or 12 players, on occasion up to 16. We play 

duplicate bridge and enjoy a light lunch afterwards. The first session was on the 

3rd Wednesday of September. 

Contact:  Ida Tschudi Heilemann.  

For more information, please contact the IF Office. 

PHOTO GROUP 

The first ‘Photo safari’ took place at Frognerparken on Tuesday, September 14 

at 12:00. We met at the main gate to the park. As it had proved useful to discuss 

the pictures we had taken on the safaris on zoom, we will continue using Zoom 

for this purpose. The safari was followed by a workshop at Gunnel Anita’s 

home.  

Photo session by Slawomir Zulawski, the husband of the Polish 

ambassador. Mr. Zulawski is a keen photographer, and at the request of our 

president, Anita Pratap, he kindly offered to share some of his tips and advice 

with our photo group. He hosted our session at the Polish residence and talked 

about control of focal length, exposure, etc. Five persons participated in this 

session on September 9 at 12:00. 

We are looking forward to other interesting excursions! 

Contact:  Gunnel Anita Solheim.  

For more information, please contact the IF Office. 

WALKING GROUP 

The Walking group has been out walking throughout the pandemic and will go 

on as usual this autumn. Berit Lindström has been so kind as to step in for 

Kerstin Petersen who is away. She will be in charge until Kerstin comes back 

from Sweden. Contact:  Kerstin Petersen, email: For more information, please 

contact the IF Office. 
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SWIMMING AT LYSEBU 

The Danish Cultural Centre at Voksenkollen is 

now open for business again and members of the 

International Forum are most welcome to swim 

at Lysebu. They only have to show their IF 

membership card at the front desk. The fee is      

NOK 100.- per visit. This is not a group activity as such, but IF members can 

use this great, newly renovated facility as a group or individually.  

The swimming facilities are open to IF members all weekdays. (While 

Saturdays and Sundays are reserved for guests at the hotel). 

OBS! Members must now make a reservation beforehand, due to the Covid-

19 regulations:  tel.: 21 51 10 00. 

Contact:  Gunnel Anita Solheim. 

 For more information, please contact the IF Office. 

COURSES 

The courses are activities for which the participants pay a fee to the teacher. 

ENGLISH  

Individual courses tailored to your needs. Refresher conversation courses – all 

levels. There is no charge for the preliminary test to determine your level of 

proficiency in English conversation or grammar before signing up for a course. 

Contact: Soo Lan Höegh-Henrichsen M.C.S.D (Graduate of Liverpool 

University, Teachers College). 

For more information, please contact the IF Office. 

TRADITIONAL NORWEGIAN ROSE PAINTING 

Rose painting (‘rosemaling’) is a traditional Norwegian 

folk art which goes back to the 1700s and which is still 

alive in many parts of the country. Morning and evening 

courses can be organized for larger or smaller groups.  

Contact:  Vivian Grieg Teisner.  

For more information, please contact the IF Office. 
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R E P O R T S 

ARENDALSUKA 

AMBASSADORS ROUND TABLE 

Arendal’s Mayor Robert Nordli welcomed the gathering in the beautiful festsal 

of the historic Gamle Rådhus. The event was moderated by Anita Pratap, 

President of International Forum.   

A red-carpet welcome        One of the beautiful ‘salons’ 

Capitalism’s New Mantra: 

Green, not Greed, is Good 

‘The greening of capitalism has begun. From naked profits, capitalism is 

evolving into a system with conscience,’ said keynote speaker British 

Ambassador Richard Wood. He was speaking at the Ambassadors’ Roundtable 

on Strategic Capitalism, organized by the International Forum at Arendalsuka,  

The Ambassador of China was not able to attend the Round Table because of 

Beijing’s covid protocol, but he hopes to make it to Arendalsuka next year! 

Western capitalism has long been overdue for reform. The famous economist 

John M. Keynes said this of capitalism: ‘It is not a success. It is not intelligent, 

not beautiful, not just and not virtuous.’ According to Ambassador Wood, ‘the 

COP 26 (UN climate summit) in Glasgow in November is demonstrating 

corporate commitment to fight climate change. On the climate, the consumer 

developed a conscience that ran ahead of the political and capitalist conscience. 

Governments and businesses listened. And governments created regulatory 

frameworks to push the Green agenda.’  

New Revolution for World Dominance 
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Strategic Capitalism is defined as nations using their economy to capture or 

retain geopolitical power. Ambassador Wood believes that those who master the 

digital revolution will gain the upper hand in the world economy and with it 

wield geopolitical power. 

 ‘We know instinctively that global political power follows economic might.  

But the next huge economic revolution coming fast at us is the digital economic 

revolution, Artificial Intelligence and robotics.’   

British Ambassador Richard Wood delivers the keynote address 

‘The western markets, although more strategy-driven than they used to be are 

still beholden to the market far more than China and the Asian institutions, and 

the markets look pretty slow and ineffective in comparison to a centrally-driven 

state machine. China throws the might of state-controlled strategic capitalism 

behind efforts to develop new technologies,’ he pointed out.  

Big Government is Back… Everywhere 

‘More government economic intervention has apparently become more popular, 

even in the most free-market economies,’ said the Ambassador of Vietnam Lam 

Le. ‘Enormous infrastructure plans have begun to take shape in various market 

economies (US, EU, South Korea) apart from the Chinese example, which is a 

great success.’ 

‘Great power relations contain both adversarial and competitive as well as 

cooperative features,’ said Ambassador Lam Le. He believes that there is a risk 

of overdramatization of the decoupling between US and China, which is easier 
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said than done in this increasingly interconnected world in the fourth industrial 

revolution. 

Ambassador Lam Le noted that ‘Vietnam had fought both China and America 

for its independence, freedom and happiness. Yet after 35 years of continuous 

economic reform, Vietnam has made the two former rivals its biggest trading 

partners. This was a result of Vietnam's innovative embrace of capitalism in 

accordance with the country's specific situation: a market economy with a 

socialist orientation. The China-US rivalry and decoupling may have resulted in 

both benefits and costs to Vietnam, a close neighbour of China.’ 

The Ambassadors Panel at conference on Strategic Capitalism in the Festhallen of Gamle Radhus. 

From right to left: the Ambassadors of Vietnam, Germany, South Africa, Mexico Turkey, and the 

President of International Forum, Anita Pratap. 

The US-China trade war started in 2017, and the strategic competition has 

expanded into other sectors, specifically the telecom and digital economy.  

There have been opportunities and risks associated with this rivalry. On the one 

hand, relocation from China to Vietnam of business activities has been made 

possible. On the other, Vietnam's infrastructure bottlenecks pose a risk and the 

dramatic increase in trade surplus with the US is perceived as problematic. 

Vietnam is therefore looking to strategically diversifying and expanding its 

export markets in Asia and Europe. 

‘Big Bloc’ is an Advantage 
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The German Ambassador Alfred Grannas said that Germany is seen as the 

engine of Europe; yet, on its own, it is a small country. ‘Small countries have 

not understood that they are small. Germany is small and can’t go it alone. 

Germany is not a global power and cannot change the world,’ he said. 

According to Ambassador Grannas, the need to diversify supply chains is driven 

not by protectionism but by a need to avoid over-dependence on one region or 

country. Strategically, it is wise for a small country to belong to a bloc, 

specifically in Europe where EU ethical standards have become the norm. He 

added that ‘From California to Asia, goods are produced for the EU market 

according to EU standards. This standard-setting power is important and it 

comes from being a big bloc. Greed and fear drive markets. Regulation is 

needed to ensure that these forces don’t go wild.’     

Can the Invisible and Visible Shake Hands? 

Adam Smith, the Father of Capitalism, described the ‘Invisible Hand’ or the 

unseen market forces that steadily free up markets. Fazli Çorman, Ambassador 

of Turkey pointed out that today we see the ‘Visible Hand’ of states intervening 

in the economy. ‘Can the Invisible and Visible meet to shake hands?’ he asked. 

‘Strategic concerns gradually constrain the space for market-led economic 

activities, especially of rival countries.’ 

The audience 

This economic war is visible between the USA and China, according to 

Ambassador Çorman. ‘Two giant capitalist economies, different in many ways, 

complementary and rival simultaneously, strive for geopolitical power.  

We witness this struggle and feel the impacts. Without stricter international 

rules and multinational arrangements, I believe this struggle may last for 

decades.’ 
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‘But never has world economies been so interdependent. The examples are 

abundant: the current Covid-19 pandemic and the lack of medical equipment 

and medicines, and the production of these,’ holds Ambassador Çorman. ‘The 

strong interdependency of the various economies is not easy to renounce or 

counter, nor can an alternative be easily created. Not addressing this 

interdependency in order to safeguard strategic interests can damage national 

economies.  

So, he believes that there has to be a right balance between safeguarding 

strategic interests and minimizing damage to the economy. ‘From my point of 

view, strategic capitalism will persist, but all economic actors will have to agree 

on a certain optimum and mutually beneficial balance. Therefore, I believe a 

handshake has to be possible,’ he said. 

Market cannot address imbalances 

Referring to the role of the state, South African Ambassador Selaelo 

Ramokgopa pointed out that the market cannot be relied upon to rectify the 

social and economic imbalances left over from the apartheid era. As Africa’s 

Ambassador of South Africa, Selaelo Ramokgopa 

largest industrialized economy, with abundant natural resources, South Africa 

has strong relations with both the United States and China, while taking care of 

its own strategic interests. Nelson Mandela, she said, held that ‘Money won't 

create success; the freedom to achieve it will.’    
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A Time of Global Transition 

The Ambassador of Mexico, Ulises Canchola Gutiérrez shared with the 

audience three reflections. This is the first time in history that we face three 

challenges simultaneously – how humankind relates to the environment, how it 

relates to technology, and how it relates to humankind itself. We are reassessing 

the economy’s role in climate, covid and living conditions. We need states to be 

present, but not at the expense of other forces. Secondly, he reflected on the 

consequences of the deployment of strategic capitalism by several countries. 

We see the risks posed by this trend in the current pandemic situation where the 

world community is discussing how to deal with the vaccine and other tools 

against COVID-19 as ‘global public goods.’ Each country grants different 

importance to different assets or goods, which introduces more uncertainty in 

international relations and hampers collective cooperation. We cannot let that 

happen. There are as many forms of capitalism as there are countries, so there is 

no one way of implementing capitalism. 

The Mayor of Arendal, Robert Nordli 

Mexico has always tried to be a proactive member of the international 

community. He gave different examples from the Law of the Sea, the current 

international financial architecture, Climate Change and Human Rights. As 

global scenario changes, he said Mexico is determined ‘to be seated at the table 

and not be part of the menu!’ 
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Before rounding off, the Ambassadors answered a series of questions. After the 

event, Mayor Nordli had arranged a networking reception in the adjoining 

elegant blue and green ‘salons’ for the Ambassadors and the guests, including 

members of the local chambers of commerce.  

Anita Pratap
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ARENDALSUKA IN PICTURES 

 

Ambassadors and former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Espen Barth Eide, 

at a Mingling Party organized by the Mayor 

 

Ambassadors and the Norwegian Minister of Culture, Abid Raja 

 

 

 

 

With Øystein Djupedal (in hat), co-

founder of Arendalsuka 
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ARENDALSUKA IN PICTURES 

        

Foreign Minister Ine 

Eriksen Søreide speaking on 

‘Post-pandemic Norway in a 

complicated world’  

Nicolai Tangen, CEO of the 

Norwegian Oil Fund 

answering questions at 

Global Outlook. 

Minister for Energy and 

Petroleum Tina Bru  

speaking at the Global 

Outlook Reception

To see Global Outlook, please click: https://vimeo.com/588252283    

 

ART  COMMITTEE 

Giant Without a Body by Nicole Eisenman 

 

The first museum visit since the pandemic closed our events could not have 

been more exciting or appropriate. Our guide at the Astrup Fearnley Museum, 

Marthe Andersen, gave us an unforgettable experience.   

Nicole Eisenman was born in 1965 in France but was raised in the US. She 

moved to New York in 1987 and is the most famous contemporary American 

https://vimeo.com/588252283
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artist today. This exhibition is the largest showing of her art works outside of 

the US.  

Eisenman recently referred to the ‘American death drive’: a dark undertone of 

violence now bubbling to the surface. Trump has become a symbol of the far-

right extremist factions and Eisenman plays with the ex-president’s image 

through an instantly recognisable ‘yellow beak’, sweep of hair, MAGA hat or 

red tie. The individual's pursuit of freedom is closing the door on collective 

solutions. The big-eyed American eagle looks in the mirror mesmerized by its 

own self-image and is now unable to fly in democratic harmony. The corona 

pandemic has caused individual choices to clash with the common good. 

 

The Procession 

Eisenman’s work swings from individual to collective experience. The visitor is 

greeted in this exhibition by The Procession 2020. A black giant is pulling an 

impossible burden of racism and American flotsam, and of Black Lives Matter. 

The wheels on the cart are square, filled with lead, and one of the giant's heels is 

stuck to the street with pink bubble gum.  

A flagpole behind is impossible to raise, the American eagle lies inert, and 

Trump looks on with only a cuckoo clock for a brain. The procession makes a 

joke of universal freedoms. Forward speed is impotent, but there is movement 

in the raised fist of the giant. The General bringing up the rear cannot see; his 

face is burned, and his uniform is in tatters. American militarism is on the wane 

and the situation in Afghanistan today makes the sculpture uncannily relevant.  
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Eisenman is first and foremost a painter. The individual moves around in his or 

her collective existence with fear and bewilderment. The Tea Party 2011 is an 

intimate moment with a fringe movement in a doomsday bunker, where the 

individuals are armed or busy making a bomb. Uncle Sam's famous pointing 

finger has turned into a tea bag.  

Destiny Riding her Bike 2020 (the last picture) is a humanist view of what it is 

like to fall in love. Literally falling into love as her bike is about to crash into a 

ladder that has fallen across her path with a man underneath it. An ominous 

atmosphere is created through classical detail and juxtaposing colour. 

    

Progress: Real & Imagined 2006 is a huge diptych of the chaos of the artists' 

studio on one side, contra an epic allegory of childbirth. Eisenman wished to 

have a child and feared the impact on her art. Destiny took her into the arms of 

another woman from where she stares at us with Frida-Kahlo intensity. 

The Drawing Class 2011 takes the viewer into the trade of being an artist. The 

art of seeing is what it is all about, and artists have seen differently throughout 

the History of Art. We all see differently, whether politically or personally, and 

when the artist is unable to express himself, his hands turn into clumsy and 

frightening talons.  

Giants do not exist and a giant without a body is pure ego. Art is imagined and 

can have a giant reality of its own and tower over everything else.    

This exhibition has come to an end, and I hope that many of you have been able 

to see it. Our thanks to Inger Melhuus Ræder and Katarina Plavnik for 

organising the event.    

Jane Steenbuch 
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A R O U N D   O S L O 

Russian opera at its best:  

Eugen Onegin 

 

Running October 2 – November 4 

Eugen Onegin is one of the most popular Russian operas. It is the brainchild of 

two giants in Russian cultural history: the author Aleksandr Pushkin and the 

composer Peter Tchaikovsky. However, whereas Pushkin identifies with 

Onegin, Tatjana is closer to Tchaikovsky’s heart. This can clearly be heard in 

the music he wrote for her.  

The opera opens with Tatjana’s melody, which later expands into her grand, 

beautiful aria during the first act, when the brave girl writes a letter to Onegin. 

The aria is considered to be one of the most intense solo scenes for soprano 

voices. 

Duration: 3 h 15 min  

Prices: NOK 100,- – 900,- 

Language: Russian (Subtitled in English and Norwegian) 

 

For tickets: https://operaen.no/en/Productions/eugene-onegin-oslo-operahouse-

opera/#eventsList 

https://operaen.no/en/Productions/eugene-onegin-oslo-operahouse-opera/#eventsList
https://operaen.no/en/Productions/eugene-onegin-oslo-operahouse-opera/#eventsList
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Christmas Concert at Oslo Concert Hall 

Helene Bøksle 

December 22  

 

Det hev ei rose sprunge 

If you want to discover some of the traditional Norwegian Christmas songs, this 

is for you. Ms Bøksle was trained in folk song, which can be heard in her 

delicate voice. Today, her songs have a broad spectre of styles. Her voice has by 

some been called ‘ethereal’ and ‘other-worldly.’ 

The hymn makes reference to the Old Testament and the Book of Isaiah, which 

foretells the Incarnation of Christ. Because of its prophetic theme, the hymn is 

sung before Christmas during Advent.  

There are still tickets left for the December 22 concert 

For more information and tickets (they are going fast):  

https://oslokonserthus.no/arkiv/helene-b%C3%B8ksle-1 

www.heleneboksle.no 

www.facebook.com/heleneboksle 

 

  

https://oslokonserthus.no/arkiv/helene-b%C3%B8ksle-1
http://www.heleneboksle.no/
http://www.facebook.com/heleneboksle
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Autumn Sunset in Oslo 

 

Taken by the Ambassador of Ireland to Norway, H. E. Keith McBean 
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